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Wraps off new hotel in
Digbeth

Second phase of ‘Beorma Quarter’ being drawn up near Bullring

> The 110-bedroom Adagio Hotel on the corner of Allison Street and Digbeth High Street forms the first part of the Be-
orma Quarter in Eastside

THE scaffolding has finally
come down at the first phase of the
long-awaited Beorma Quarter
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project as the city’s first Adagio
Hotel nears completion.
The move comes as developer

Salhia puts the finishing touches to
plans for its second phase — once
mooted to be a landmark 27-storey
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tower which would dominate the
skyline south of the city centre.

PLANS for new offices in Birm-
ingham are being fine-tuned after
the wraps were taken off the long-
awaited first phase.

The scaffolding has been taken
down at the new 110-bedroom Ada-
gio Hotel and former Digbeth Cold
Storage building, which is being
converted into offices and an inno-
vation centre, as part of the Be-
orma Quarter project.

Proposals are now being drawn
up for the second phase — once
proposed to be a domineering 27-
storey tower.

Salhia, the Kuwait-based com-
pany behind the scheme, told the
Post that while final details were
still being drawn up, it would still
feature an office block.

Deputy chief executive Abdu-
laziz Al-Nafisi said: “Practical com-
pletion of phase one is scheduled
for June 29, providing everything
goes well, and we can then hand
over the keys to the hotel for fit-
out.

“We have been talking to a few
people about the office part of
phase one and they have come fo
take a look around.

“We think the complex will ap-
peal to high-tech companies and
architects rather than traditional
professional services and corporate
occupiers.”

Dating back to 2008, the Be-
orma Quarter in Allison Street is
valued at between £150-£200 mil-
lion but has suffered a troubled

> A computer-generated image of
original plans for the second phase

journey to reach this stage.

It was first mooted in 2008 but
the challenging market conditions
and the complex nature of the site
mean it has been beset by delays.

Work was due to start in 2009,
then in 2010 and again in 2012 fol-
lowing a land grab dispute the pre-
vious year.

The project in Allison Street,
being led by BAM Construct, which
recently completed the revamp of
the Barclaycard Arena, is named af-
ter the man who founded Birming-
ham in the seventh century.

The second phase of the Be-
orma Quarter was going to be a
landmark 27-storey block which
would have been visible right
across the city centre and would
have dominated the Digbeth sky-
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Mr Al-Nafisi said detailed
plans for this second phase were
due to submitted to Birmingham
City Council later this year once
Salhia had decided upon the best
design for the site but gave no indi-
cation of its final size.

“We are aiming to start work
sooner rather than later and have
been drawing up a new planning
application for phase two as, since
the last application was approved,
there have been some design
changes,” he said.

“That's part of the exercise
we're doing now. The building will
be a minimum of half office and
half residential or it could be solely
office.

“We are also looking at alterna-
tive options for the top floors which
could be residential.”

Mr Al-Nafisi added: “We have
thoroughly enjoyed our relation-
ship with the city council, they've
been very helpful and it's been a
good experience,

“We might invest again in
Birmingham, we are just not sure
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yet.

“We would like to finish this
project first and then we will see.”

Digbeth is becoming increas-
ingly attractive to investors and
property developers, for both resi-
dential and commercial projects,
buoyed by its proximity to the
planned terminal for HS2 in Cur-
zon Street and proposed Metro
link.

Seven Capital is currently con-
verting the former Harrison Drape
curtain fittings factory in Bradford
Street Street into 313 apartments to
be called Fabrick Square while the
Custard Factory and Fazeley Stu-
dios have become a hub for grow-
ing companies, particularly in the
tech and creative sectors.
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New hotel revealed as
work to start on offices
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LANS for new offices i Bir-

mingham are being fine-nined

alter the wraps were laken off
the long-awaiied first phase,

The scaflolding has been (aken
down at the pew 110-bedroom Ada-
gin Hotel and (ormer Digheth Cold
Stovage building, wihich is being von-
verted imo offices and an moovation
centie, as part of the Beonna Uuaanter
prajest,

Proposals are now being drmwn up
for the second phuase - onee pro-
puset] Lo be a dominesring 27-storey
tower

Saihia, the Kynwait-based Lonipany
behind the scheme, told the Post that
while final details wore sill being
drgiem up, it would #till feamre an
alfice trlack,

Deputy chisf executive Abdulaziz
Al-Muflsi said! "Practical completion
of phase one is scheduled for june
26, providing everything poes wekl,
and we can then hand over e keys
ter the hiotel Fur Bt-out.

"We have been talldng w0 a fiow
prople about the oifice part of phase
oot and they have come o take &
look aroumd.

# A computer-gensrated imags of
orlginal plans for the second phase

“We think the complex will appesl
to high-tech companics and archi-
tects cather tian waditional profes-
gional services and corporale ocou
plers”

Dating back to 2008, the Deara

Quarter [n Allison Steed is valued at
betwesn £150-£200 millivn hut has
suffered & woubled journey to reach
this stage,

1t was fivst mooted in 2008 but the
challenging market conditions and
the vomplox nature of (he site mean
it has been heset by delays.

wiork was doe to start in 2009, then
in 20010 and aggain in 2012 fullowing a
land grab dispuis the previous yean

The project in Allison Street, being
led by BAM Constrict, which recont-
ly pomypleted the revaimp of the Bar-
claycard Arena, is tamed after (he
man who founded Rirmingham In
the seventh century.

The sconnd phase ol the Beorma
Cniarier was going w be a landmark
27-storey block which would have
been visible right across the clty con-
tre and woukl bave dominated the
Digbeth skyline.

M Al-Nafisi said detailed plans for
this second phase were due to sub-
mitted 1o Biomimgham City Coundl
Tater (his yoar once Salhia had decid-
el upn the beat design lor the site
bul gave no indication of is final
size,

"W are alming to start work soan-
er rather (Ban later and have been
drawing up it new planning apphica-
tion for phase {wo as, since the last

applicaiinn was approvied, there have
been soine design changes,” he said.

Tthat's part of the exercise we'ne
doiing now. The building wilk be a
minimum of hall office and balf resi-
denfial oz it coubd be soleby office,

“We are also lookdng at altermiative
opdans for the top floors which
could be residental”

Mr Al-Mafisi added: “We lave
thoroughly enjoyed our relationship
with the cily eouncil, they've been
very helpful and its been a good
CEHTIENCE,

"“We might inyes! again in Birming-
v, wie are just oL sare yeL

“We would ke 1o finish this
projeet first and then we will sse/!

Digbeth is becoming increasingly
drractive 10 investors amd priperty
developers, lur both esidential and
crnmercial projedcts, buoved by il
proimity w0 the planned terminal
for 1152 in Curron Sibeet and pro-
posed Metro link

Seven Capital is cuomenily convert
ing the lormer Hanison Drape cor-
taim fldnses Fotory in Bradferd Sifeet
Streat imto 313 apartmeots o be
called Fabrick Square while the Cus-
tard lactory anrl Fazeley Snudics
Liave hecome a hub for gronding com-
papies, particulacdy oo the 1ech and
Crediive SEoTors.
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